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CHAPTER ONE 


The Development Of Fostoria 
From 1831 To 1954 


T was in the year of 1831 that a small group, 
known as “‘the Gorsuch clan,” settled in a clearing, 
the location being where Summit Street now crosses 
Countyline, this being the beginning of what was 
| to be the village of Risdon. Soon after this date a 
small party of men, claiming to have come from 
Fort Ball, made camp where Tiffin Street crosses 
_ Main Street, and gave it the name of Fort McGuffey. 
| This, later, was to become the village of Rome. 


» The land to the northwest of Rome was owned by 
’ John Gorsuch, who had it surveyed by David Risdon, 
| the platting being approved September 6, 1832 and 
_ named after the surveyor, Risdon. 


| Early in 1832 C. W. Foster, age 32, arrived in 
- Rome accompanied by his father-in-law, John Crocker, 
\ and brother-in-law, Roswell Crocker; and these three 
_ men immediately took over. They entered 2000 acres 
of unimproved land surrounding what is now Fos- 
| toria. During August of 1832 Roswell Crocker em- 
| ployed David Risdon to plat Rome, its original 
boundary being North, South, Poplar and Wood 
Streets. 


| During the years 1832-1833 there was quite an 
influx of population in both hamlets, and in time 

_ there existed quite a little rivalry. Risdon was Demo- 
) cratic while Rome was Republican. Risdon had the 
| first church, which was located near the creek where 
| it crosses Summit Street; and also the first Post Office. 


The first building in Rome was a log cabin built 
late in 1832 on the Foster lot facing Tiffin Street, 
the front part being used for a store room and the 
rear for living quarters. The store was operated by 
C. W. Foster and Roswell Crocker, with $2000.00 
invested in stock of merchandise. They did a barter 
trade, dealing in skins, furs, wool, and later in grain, 
pork and lumber. Mr. Crocker retired after a year, 
Mr. Foster continuing alone until 1847 when he was 
joined by his son, Charles Foster. By this time the 
store’s capital amounted to $6800.00. Charles Olm- 
sted joined the firm in 1856 and the store was known 
as “Foster and Olmsted”’. 


By 1840 the population of Jackson township was 
586 and Loudon township was 763. 


The first industry in Rome was a horse-power 
grist mill operated by David Ferrier. 


Following the year 1848 many small industries 
came into being; carding machines —tannery —cab- 
inet shop — three blacksmith shops — harness shop 
— grist mills — saw mills. 


The first school house was built in the fall of 1833 
and was located on Poplar Street, between South 
and Tiffin streets. It was built of hewn logs, with 
clap-board roof. Logs split in halves with wooden 
legs formed the seats and a writing desk made of 
split boards was fastened to the wall with wooden 
pegs. This first school house cost $75.00, by the aid 
of volunteer work. The second school house was 
built on the same location about 1843; it was a frame 
building and cost $275.00. The school teacher’s pay 
was $10.00 for four weeks teaching. 


The third school building was erected on the lot 
now occupied by the First Methodist Church on 


North Main Street, built of brick at a cost of $3200.00. 
The site was donated by C. W. Foster in considera- 
tion for naming the village Fostoria. 


August 3rd, 1877 the School Board purchased five 
acres from C. W. Foster for a High School site, location 
being on the north side of High Street between 
Main and Perry Streets. 


Here the first High School was built in 1878 and 
served well until being enlarged, rebuilt and mod- 
ernized into its present state. 


On April 22, 1851 the first village council was 
formed and by-laws adopted May 19, 1851. The 


following men served: 


Annual Pay 

Mayor Charles W. Foster....... $ 64.00 

Recorder Pinar). ee ey 11.00 

Council members: R.C.Caples........... 4.00 

Jacob Pritcher. 02) 0" 75.00 

A. R. Brandeberry...... 9.00 

POC MELAL CART rer) ar SE 4.00 

John Gibbons.......... 4.00 

First Treasurer Charles Foster......... 4.00 

First Marshall So eeaircaild erro 6.00 
First Street Commissioner, elected 

September 22, 1851—Junius Jones. 

First year’s earnings from fines & taxes... .. $198.11 

IESE TV CHRISTOXDCHBES 1 ng ad 96.87 

Balance March! 7, 1852700). re $101.24 


Tax levy made by Council May 7, 1855—1 mill. 


Ten years later, 1862, the Council members were 
Chris Bonnel, Martin Kingseed, Andrew Emerine, 
James Leach, Thomas J. Green, with F. Huffman 


as Marshal, and Martin Adams as Street Com- 
missioner. 


The first drainage by the village was by open 
ditches from the southeast corner of Fremont and 
Perry streets, thence west along Fremont street to 
the creek. It was completed October 16, 1856 at a 
cost of $68.36. 


A macadamized street was authorized by Council 
March 12, 1859. Fifty car loads of stone were used 
on Main Street between Perry and Tiffin streets— 
this being purchased at $4.00 per car load. 


An ordinance of June 22, 1859 required paving 
of gutters with stone by owners of property abutting 
on Main Street. 


May 18, 1870, the Board of Improvement was 
created, also an ordinance to employ a City En- 
gineer. Mayor Bricker appointed James Lewis. On 
September 14, 1870 sewer district number 1 and lat- 
eral was established by ordinance. Main sewer to 
begin at Potter and Sandusky streets, thence across 
Perry Street, thence along College Avenue to County- 
line, thence north to Fremont Street, thence west 
to Portage Creek. 


After considerable political maneuvering, Rome 
succeeded in having the Post Office moved from 
Risdon to Rome. There was but one mail each week. 
By 1848 Rome had become a village with thirty 
dwellings, one church, one tavern, three stores, a 
cabinet shop, a wagon shop, two shoe shops, two 
saddle shops, three blacksmith shops, two steam 
grist mills, two steam saw mills, a carding machine, 
and two doctors! 


On January 2, 1854 the hamlet of Risdon was 
annexed to Rome, forming the village of Fostoria. 


Route 12 running East from Fostoria to Fremont 
was known as the Plank Road by virtue of wooden 
planks being laid across the road way in the low 
sections to prevent a horse or vehicle being stuck 
in the mud. To partially bear the expense of this 
road improvement, a Toll House was stationed half 
a mile out of town, and a charge was made for the 
use of the plank road. 

As the story goes, occasionally a traveler who did 
not favor paying the charge, would attempt to by 
pass the Toll House. 


On May 15, 1872 the Board of Health was created 


by ordinance. 


On May 22, 1872—wells and cisterns for fire pro- 
tection were created. The first fire engine was 


purchased June 21, 1872. 
By 1870 Fostoria’s population was 1733. This was 


before there were any paved streets, sewers, electric 
lights, telephones, or any modern conveniences. The 
streets were muddy when it rained, the street lights 
were of kerosene, the fuel for cook stove and heater 
was wood, and the Saturday night bath was taken 
in the family wash tub. The working man’s daily 
wage was $1.25 for a day of ten hours, and most of 
them owned their homes. A full cut of round steak 
was 2oc—eggs 10c a dozen and a full grown live 
chicken could be had for 25c. A haircut cost 25c 
including whisker trim. These were somber days, 
but the people generally were contented and happy. 


During the early 80’s there were no improved 
streets in the village, the same being almost 
impassible after a hard rain, by a horse-drawn 
vehicle. During the dry season the dust on Main 
street was layed by Duffey’s sprinkling wagon, 


which sprinkled the street in front of each store for 
$1.00 per month. 


Michael Clancy did all of the town’s trucking 
with his fleet of two-wheeled drays, each drawn by 
one horse, the idea of same originating in Ireland. 
There were also three hacks in operation, two horse 
affairs with driver seated high in front and passen- 
gers seated inside. These hacks took the place of 
the taxi of today, meeting all trains and carrying 
passengers from train to train or to the tavern or 
hotel. These were indeed the “Horse and Buggy 
Days”. 

By 1870 Fostoria had three railroads—The Louis- 
ville and Lake Erie; Mansfield, Coldwater and 
Michigan, and The Baltimore, Pittsburgh and Chi- 
cago. The first railroad depot, being the Louisville 
and Lake Erie, was located on the northeast corner 
of Main and Sandusky streets, right north of the 
present track where Candyland is now located. 


In 1860 the first newspaper was started by J. H. 
Foster, and later published by J. V. Jones. It was 
called the Fostoria News. 


In 1870 Charles Foster was elected to Congress 
and took his seat in 1871. Hon. James G. Bland was 
Speaker of the house at the time. In 1872 he was 
again nominated but defeated, but served again in 
1874-1876. In 1879 Charles Foster was elected Gov- 
ernor of Ohio and was again elected Governor in 
1881—serving two terms. In the campaign Mr. 
Foster was dubbed ‘Calico Charley”. In 1891 
President Harrison appointed Governor Foster to 
the post of Secretary of the Treasury, which oflice 
he held for two years. 


The new Foster block was built in 1882, located on 


the southeast corner of Main and Tiffin Streets, and 
the Foster bank moved into its new quarters. (This 
room is now occupied by the Commercial Bank & 
Savings Company.) 

Charles Olmsted continued with the Foster Bank 
until 1890 when he established the Mechanics Bank 
& Savings Company, serving as President until 1899, 
when the bank was reorganized, with O. T. Brown as 
President. Mr. Brown died in February, 1899 and 
Olmsted again became President, serving until his 


death in April, 1906. 


1887 and 1888 were likely Fostoria’s most exub- 
erant years, when natural gas was piped in from 
nearby Hancock and Wood counties. For quite some 
time natural gas was about as free as air. Before 
meters could be installed, a flat price of 50c a month 
was the charge for either cook or heating stoves. At 
each intersection where Center, North and Tiffin 
streets crossed Main street, was erected a fifteen foot 
stand-pipe, from which a three foot blaze burned day 
and night for over two years. 


So abundant was natural gas that it was offered 
free as a bonus to induce industries to come to Fos- 
toria, with the result that no less than nine glass 
factories were attracted and moved to town. 


The first to locate, in 1886, was The Fostoria 
Glass Company, which later moved to Morgantown, 
W. Va., but still retains the name ‘‘Fostoria”’ as its 
trade mark. The second was The Mamsburg Window 
Glass Company, which came also in 1886. Then in 
1887, the Butler Glass Factory; 1889, The Nickel- 
plate Glass Company; 1890, The Lamp and Shade 
Company, The Calcium Glass Company, The Crocker 
Glass Factory, then in 1897, the Fostoria Incandes- 
cent Company and Seneca Glass Company. 
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The Harter Mill was finished in 1887—burned in 
1896 but was rebuilt immediately. The name was 
changed in 1917 to The Mennel Milling Company. 


Fostoria’s Northwestern Ohio Fair Company 
opened September 21, 1886. It was located in the 
southeast part of the city and ranked as one of the 
outstanding fairs in its day. 


In August, 1898 the Tiffin and F ostoria street cars 
first ran, followed later by the Toledo, Fostoria and 
Findlay, and in 1901 the Fremont and Fostoria. By 
this time the city had five railways and seven tele- 
graph lines. 


The first automobile appeared on the street about 
1905 and within ten years the town had about 
thirty autos. Owing to the poor condition of the 
roads and streets, it was the practice of owners of 
autos to drain and jack the car up off its wheels 
during the winter. 


The enthusiastic auto owner in the early Fostoria 
days wore a long duster, cap, goggles and gauntlet 
gloves. His tool equipment included extra spark 
plugs, blowout and puncture patches, inner shoes and 
a hand pump. Tires seemed to resemble glorified 
large rubber hose, and were known to give as much 
as 4000 miles service. Blowouts and punctures were 
common, and the owner made his own repair at 


the road side and pumped the tire up by hand. 


There were no filling stations, no public garages, 
no parking meters, traffic lights, traffic enforcement 
officers, and few violations. About the only restric- 
tions were to keep your car off the lawn, and not 
park in front of the hitching posts. 35 M.P.H. was 


regarded as excessive speed. 


Many car owners had their own 50 gallon tank, 
which was kept filled by a horse drawn tank wagon 
and the price of gasoline was. 12c per gallon. 


The auto was kept in the barn, beside the horse 
stall, while the buggy stored in the side shed. 


The early cars were not equipped with either top 
or wind shield, the lights were oil burners, right hand 
drive with large levers at right outside of body of 
car. All hand crank starters; and at times there was 
hesitation in starting. 


It was in the first Foster Block, built in 1856, on 
the southwest corner of Main and Tiffin streets, 
where the first Fostoria bank had its start. Foster 
and Olmsted’s store was moved from the log building 
into the new brick structure and the bank bore the 
same name as the store for a time, until changed to 
“The Foster Banking Company”’. 


The Mechanics Bank and Savings Company was 
reorganized into the Union National Bank, with 
Wm. Manecke, President and E. W. Allen, Cashier. 
Mr. Allen became President after the death of Mr. 
Manecke. 


The Foster Banking Company discontinued busi- 
ness in May, 1893. 


The Union National Bank discontinued business 


during 1933. 


The Commercial Bank & Savings Company was 
organized October 23, 1902 and opened March 23, 
1903,, with E. J. Cunningham, President; Charles 
Ash, Vice President and J. D. McDonel, Cashier. 
Mr. Charles Ash, now at the age of ninety-six, is still 
serving the bank, as Chairman of the Board. This 


bank has just celebrated its FIFTIETH Anniversary; 
it is in good standing in the community and ranks 
well with Seneca County banks. 


On the knoll where Fostoria’s modern hospital 
is located was the first cemetery, which dated back 
to 1832, the year when one of the pioneer Fostorians 
(Jacobs) was interred at that spot. The founder of 
the village of Risdon owned the land and donated 
it to the Methodist Church of Risdon, to be used 
as a burying ground. This land was used for this 
purpose until the year 1856 when the cemetery was 
established farther to the west. Before excavation 
for the new hospital was begun, the remains of many 
bodies were disinterred and removed to the new 
cemetery grounds. 


Fires in those early days, just as today, con- 
fronted the pioneers and caused great problems. To 
combat the menace, Engine Company No. 1 (Pio- 
neer) was formed in 1872. This unit experienced 
some misfortune in 1881 when the hand engine itself 
was consumed by fire. In the year 1877, the company 
purchased the first steam fire engine and, later, in 
1884 another was purchased which was comprised 
of two Silsby engines, one hook-and-ladder truck, 
three hose carts and one fire team. 


Some mention should be made at this point about 
Fostoria’s early industries, most of which are only 
hazy memories today to those who can recall their 
important contributions to the early community's 
economy. In the year 1860, John Andes established 
a carriage and wagon shop; The Fostoria Stave and 
Barrel Co. was established by Charles Foster, E. J. 
Cunningham and John Noble in the year 1871. This 


company hired as many as 75 employees. 


In 1882, the Fostoria Spoke and Bending Works, 
with 40 men on the payroll, was formed. The prod- 
uct of this firm was spokes and felloes (rims) for the 
making of wheels for horse-drawn vehicles. 


At the corner of High and Perry Streets, the 
Jacobs Foundry was located in the year 1860. 


Other early industries include: Livingstone Roller 
Flour Mill (1861); Fostoria Foundry and Machine 
Co.; Fostoria Brass and Bronze Mfg. ‘Co. (1885); 
Green and Heilman’s Planing Mill; Hathaway and 
Campbell Sash, Door and Blind Factory, (1877); 
W. D. Robbins Marble Shop (1865); The Corn 
Reaper and Mower and Agricultural Works, founded 
by Cadwallader, Stewart, Foster and Crocker (1873); 
The Fostoria Gas Light Company (1878); The Hays 
House Hotel, owned by David Hays (1872); The 
Fostoria Academy (1877). 


To keep pace with expanding industries, it was 
naturally necessary for the building of homes. The 
first three brick residences built in Fostoria were 
erected by Andrew Emerine, R. C. Caples and 
E.dwain Bement from 1860 to 1862. 


CHAPTER Two 


Fostoria, Today 


OD and Man have been especially benevolent to 
Fostoria. The rich gifts of Nature surround Fos- 
toria; the city is located in the corner of three of the 
richest agricultural counties in the entire nation. By 
this unique geographical location, the city is the 
natural crossroads for the shipping of grains and 
farm products which form the staple diet of the 
American household. 


To get a better idea of what Man has done for 
the city, a kaleidoscopic viewing of the elements 
which are responsible for Fostoria’s national and 
statewide importance is necessary. Briefly, some of 
the scenes would include pictures of the city’s na- 
tional importance: The Fostoria VF W Band which 
has won the national championship for seven con- 
secutive years; this city is the home of the John B. 
Rogers Producing Company, which is nationally 
known for staging pageants and city celebrations 
from coast to coast; Fostoria is the largest inland 
grain market in the entire nation; it is the original 
home of Fostoria glass—an exquisite product which 
still proudly bears the city’s name. 


Our pictures should also include the importance of 
the city to the State of Ohio. Statewide, the city is 
known as “The City of Railroads”, a nickname 
well-earned since four railroads serve Fostoria, the 
Nickel Plate, the Chesapeake and Ohio, the Balti- 
more and Ohio and the New York Central. Not only 
is it the city of railroads, but Fostoria is the exact 
location where railroads, industry and agriculture 
meet. 
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Other pictures of Fostoria would include its edu- 
cational system; seven elementary schools, one 
public and one parochial high school. Each year 
Fostoria graduates, using their knowledge gained in 
the local schools, rate high in the nation’s colleges 
and universities. 


High School Building—1954 


The financial picture of Fostoria is attractive, too. 
There are two banks, with resources of 2] million 
dollars and two loan associations with resources 
estimated at 17 million. 


An aggressive and progressive Chamber of Com- 
merce supported by most of the businesses of the 
city, keeps abreast of the needs and functions for 
the improvement of the city. 


For dissemination of information, the city is 
served by one daily newspaper and Northwestern 
Ohio’s most powerful independent radio station, 


WFOB-AM-FM. 


The spiritual life of F ostoria is adequately filled 
with activities of 27 churches, representing prac- 
tically every facet of the Christian faith. 


The estimated population of Fostoria is 16,000, 
which gives these industries a large potential labor 
force. This force is augmented by surrounding small 
villages, which can supply thousands of steady, 
non-migrant workers. 
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Fostoria’s Beautiful Municipal Swimming Pool 

The city is adequately supplied with water from 
its large reservoirs which surround the city; with 
electric power from the Ohio Power Company; gas is 
supplied by the Ohio Fuel Gas Company; telephone 
service is excellently provided by the Ohio Bell 
Telephone Company. 


Five main highways are included in the activities 
of Fostoria life and business, making the city immed- 
iately accessible to all types of transportation. 
Snyder’s Air Port is in service day and night. 


Other important scenes of Fostoria should include 
the industrial picture, for here is manufactured a 
wide variety of items and material that reaches 
every civilized country in the world. 


Products Manufactured in Fostoria: 

Auto-Lite spark plugs—carbons and brushes— 
crank shafts—drawn wire—iron castings for auto 
parts—elevators—soy bean products—flour—flares, 
serum—fuses—auto parts—mattresses—tools and 
dies—82 types of concrete blocks—lumber and mill 
work—electric fans—electric table appliances—high 
grade commercial printing—meat processing—alum- 
inum doors and windows—brass auto fittings. 


As examples of Fostoria’s production prowess, 
The Atlas Crankshaft Inc. has two plants with a 
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capacity to produce 20,000 crankshafts per month; 
The Electric Auto-Lite Co., Spark Plug Division, has 
a capacity of 75,000,000 spark plugs per year; The 
Electric Auto-Lite Co., Foundry Division, produces 
exhaust and intake manifolds, water pumps and 
transmission castings for automobiles; The Fostoria 
Pressed Steel Corporation formerly produced fenders 
and sheet metal parts for automobiles, while present 
products are infra-red baking and drying ovens, 
industrial lighting units, magnetic pumps and cir- 
culators. 

No mention of the National Carbon Company of 
Fostoria can be made without viewing that firm’s 
colorful past. The company was formed in 1892, 
known as the Crouse-Tremaine Carbon Company, 
but better known to the residents as “the soot fac- 
tory”. This early company employed 50 men. The 
factory was given a crushing body blow in 1898 
when a fire destroyed one of the main buildings. 
Thanks to the employees who worked without pay 
for several weeks in order to rebuild, the firm wea- 
thered the crisis and, in fact, repaid the employees 
for their time they had cheerfully given. Starting 
in 1906, the firm added 14 more buildings to be used 
| as production space. This organization’s growth con- 
. tinued, especially after it had been acquired by 
the National Carbon Company in 1903. Later, 
through the years, more and more buildings have 
been added to the company’s tremendous array, 
including some purchased from the U. S. Govern- 
ment in 1948, bringing the total floor area to 22 
acres of floor space in 63 buildings distributed over 
a 55 acre tract of land. This is the largest factory 
in the world for the manufacture of small carbon 
pieces; it is also the largest in the Union Carbide and 


Carbon Company in amount of floor space. As a 
result of this plant, Fostoria is probably the biggest 
consumer in the U. S. of rare chemicals used in 
lighting carbons and is the nation’s biggest buyer 
of cocoanut shells, which are used for raw material 
procurement. Today the firm employs well over 
700 workers, which, in turn, contributes greatly to 
Fostoria’s economy. Yes, Fostoria points with pride 
to its most important and greatest manufacturing 
plant: The National Carbon Company. This impor- 
tant company presently produces are carbons for 
motion picture projectors, brushes for generator 
and motors, activated carbon and electrodes. In 
fact, since its inception, well over 14 and one-half 
billion pieces have been manufactured at this plant! 


The Fostoria Plant is but one of a total of thirty 
three (33) plants owned and operated by the Na- 
tional Carbon Company. | 


Seventeen of these are located in the United 
States and 16 in foreign countries. 


During 1934 the Fostoria Industrial Corporation 
was formed, and soon thereafter negotiations were 
made with Alfred Bersted and Arthur E. Kaubisch; 
resulting in the moving of the Bersted plant from 
Chicago to Fostoria. 


The agreement provided for Fostoria to furnish 
a suitable building to house the plant, and after the 
Company’s pay roll had reached one million dollars, 
they were to be given a deed for the property. 


By public donations, ranging from 50c to $300.00 
a total of $14,000.00 was raised, which was far short 
of the required amount; when Bersted paid in the 
additional $16,000.00 and was given a deed for the 
property. 


This has since proved to be a most profitable trans- 
action for Fostoria, as the cost of bringing the plant 
here has paid enormous dividends. The Company 
started with fifty employees, which has increased to 
six hundred during the better years, and the annual 
pay roll has been near Two Million Dollars. 


In 1936 Bersted purchased the plant of the United 
Electrical Mfg. Co., of Adrian, Michigan, manufac- 
turers of Eskimo Fans, the entire machinery and 
equipment having been moved to Fostoria. In 1941, 
Bersted acquired the Manning Bowman Co., of 
Meriden, Conn. The Company’s products were elec- 
tric household table appliances of every description, 
electrical fans, exhaust fans, hair driers and etc. 


In December of 1949 The Bersted Mfg. Co. be- 
came a unit of the McGraw Electric Co., and in 
1950-51 the company spent $400,000.00 for addi- 
tional buildings and equipment to the local plant. 


Soon after their arrival from Chicago, both Mr. 
Bersted and Mr. Kaubisch provided themselves 
with good homes, both have proved to be keen 
business men, as well as good citizens, and both have 
prospered; and the employees and the entire com- 
munity have benefited by their prosperity. 


They have been extremely generous with their 
contributions to all worthy causes, which is reflected 
by a glance at the condition of the YMCA, a few of 
the Churches, the Women’s Club, and a check into 
all Charity drives and the Crippled Children fund. 


Another Fostoria manufacturing plant is the 
Seneca Wire and Manufacturing Company which 
makes drawn wire from bronze, aluminum, high and 
low carbon steel. 


Grain Storage of Over One Million, Six Hundred Thousand Bushels 


Other important industries are: Ohio Farmers’ 
Grain Corp., elevator capacity of 1,600,000 bushels, 
7,000 car loads of grain are received annually; Ohio 
Farmers’ Grain and Supply Association does thous- 
ands of dollars of business each year in fertilizer and 
farm supplies; The Swift and Company Soybean 
Mill produces 60,000 tons of meal and 13,600 tons 
of oil; The Mennel Milling Company has a daily 
output of 5,000 one hundred pound sacks of flour. 


Fostoria has reason to be proud of its fine public 
buildings, and modern developments. 


Its twenty-seven Churches; ten School Buildings; 
modern Municipal Swimming Pool; active Y.M.C.A.; 
Fostoria Country Club with fine Golf Course; 
McClean Public Library; High School Stadium with 
lighted field for night games; multi-million Highway 
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Underpass; Post Office First Class; 50 Bed Class 
“A”? City-Owned Hospital; Northwestern Ohio’s 
most powerful independent Radio Station, WFOB. 


And, in addition, the many large industrial and 
manufacturing buildings. In fact, Fostoria has every- 
thing, with but one exception: it lacks a Court House. 


This’ kaleidoscopic viewing of Fostoria Today 
gives one overall picture of financial well-being; 
intra-city harmony; rich, abundant contiguous farm 
lands; brisk, aggressive business activity. 


It is no small wonder that Fostoria’s present is 
assuring Fostoria’s future—a future whose bright 
horizon gives even more radiance than Fostoria’s 
great past. 


Here are two pictures, graphically showing Fos- 
toria’s great recent progress. Bottom picture shows the 
Fostoria multi-million dollar underpass which was 
recently completed, while the picture on the next page 


Under Pass 
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is that of another of the city’s great recent advances, 
the building housing WFOB-AM-FM, just south 


of Fostoria on Route 23. 
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Entrance to First National Bank 


CHAPTER THREE 


The First National Bank of Fostoria 


T the age of six years, Andrew Emerine Sr. 
landed in New York City with his father, having 
come over from Germany on a sailing vessel, which 
took six weeks to make the trip. They settled for a 
time near the village of Tiffin, Ohio, but later came 
to Rome and here, as a poor boy at the age of four- 
teen, Andrew Emerine entered himself as an appren- 
tice to John Fritcher, an established harness maker. 
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After serving his apprenticeship and learning the 
harness-making trade, he opened his own shop in 
the room now occupied by Bazley’s market. Here his 
efforts met with success, he soon owned the building 
occupied by his shop, and employed three harness 
makers. This arrangement afforded him time to 
devote to Brokerage and Real Estate business, 
which in time prompted the thought of organizing 
a bank. 


Fostoria was just twenty-eight years old when 
Andrew Emerine Sr. with ten other enterprising mén 
of the village organized the First National Bank of 
Fostoria. This was in June of 1882 and the bank 
opened for business January 2, 1883, with Mr. 
Emerine as President. The bank opened with a sub- 
scribed capital of $50,000, with one-half the amount 
paid in. The first location was in the room now 
occupied by the Isaly store. 


At this early date, the furniture and fixtures were 
meager; there were no typewriters, adding machines, 
telephones; not even a fountain pen. All corres- 
pondence and bookkeeping was done in long hand 
with a steel pen. As there was no carbon paper, the 
old wet copy press was used in making copies, which 
were offsets from the pen written sheet. 


When the bank started, inflation was an unknown 
factor; the country was still on the gold standard, 
and a dollar was still worth 100 cents. The Cashier’s 
annual pay was $850.00; Assistant Cashier, $800.00; 
while the President served without pay. From the 
start the personnel of the bank has been of high 
standing, and continues so to this time; thus, with 
able management, it has met with success and 
prosperity. 
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For seventy-two years the bank has kept in even 
stride with the development and growth of Fostoria; 
it might be said the two have travled far, hand in 
hand. There is scarcely a Fostoria enterprise, indus- 
try or project promoted during the past three and 
one-half score years that the First National Bank 
has not been directly or indirectly associated with 
or as a sponsor. This is with reference to the churches, 
public schools, Fostoria country club, Y.M.C.A., 
Womens’ Club, Civic and 
State theatres, WFOB 
radio station, under- 
passes, industrial plants, 
business buildings and aa 
many residences. Also = ae 
assistance has_ been : 
given to surrounding 
rural communities. 
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In 1893 the bank moved into its new stone build- 
ing at the corner of Main and Center streets, where 
it remained for thirty years, until moving into the 
modern office building at 
the corner of Main and 
Tiffin streets, now known 
as the First National 
Bank Building. 


The First National 
Bank of Fostoria is now 
enjoying the well earned 
reputation to which it is 
entitled by the well chosen 
business methods it has practiced for the past 
seventy-two years. 


It has witnessed many nearby bank failures, de- 
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pressions, a John Dillinger daylight holdup, the 
aftermath of three Wars, and strong competition, 
and has emerged unscathed on all occasions. 


This bank has total assets in excess of $10,000,000, 
high ranking in its operating territory and enjoys 
an enviable position among banks of its size. 
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ANDREW EMERINE, SR. 

served as President (with- 

out salary) from 1882 to 
1923 (41 years). 


Died November 3, 1924 
Age 93 years 
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ANDREW EMERINE, JR. 

served as President from 

1923 to 1952 (29 years). 
Now Chairman of 


Board 


ELDREN E. LAYTON 
Joined the bank in 1937 
and has served as Vice 
President until January 
1952 when he was elected 

President. 


Thus the name Andrew Emerine has headed the bank 
for 70 years. 
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The First National Bank 


OF 

FOSTORIA 

OFFICERS 
ANDREW EMERINE.........Chairman of the Board 
EUEDREN) Ei ALON es bi og President 
ALERED DERSTED. Meera a. Vice President 
ISO LN Rar ata enanme re) on dik Cashier 
Cone CEN ene te ame a a Asst. Cashier 
PASS Le ROWLES Mek Cee sks, Asst. Cashier 

DIRECTORS 


ALFRED BERSTED 
Vice President and Director 
The McGraw Electric Co. 
RussEtL J. CARTER 
Pres., Treas. and Mgr. 
The Fostoria Pressed Steel Corp. 
ANDREW EMERINE 


Banker-Farmer 
President, Seneca Radio Corp. 


Gro. L. Fink 
Banker 


H. L. Forp 
Superintendent 
Fostoria Public Schools 
A. GoRDON GRAY 
Pres., Treas. and Gen. Mgr. 
The Gray Printing Company 
ELpDREN E. Layton 
Banker-Farmer 


DonaLp M. MENNEL 
Secretary, Mennel Milling Co. 


Paut G. STEARNS 
Farmer 


Dr. H. D. SHEERAN 


Pres. and Treas. The Fostoria Serum Co. 
Director, The United Savings and Loan Assoc., Toledo 
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One of Five cases of Banks. 


CHAPTER Four 


The Emerine Bank Collection 


N the mezzanine floor of the First National 

Bank of Fostoria may be viewed one of the 
outstanding Coin Bank Collections of the country. 
This colorful array of museum items is systematically 
arranged in large wall cases and represents the sur- 
vivors of many thousand of their kind, that were 
presented to the youngsters of eighty years ago. 


Most of the banks are of cast iron and from 1870 
to 1900 were the principal product of several eastern 
foundries, Stevens Foundry at Cromwell, Conn. 
being the largest producer. They were sold from the 
general and hardware stores at prices from $1.00 to 
$3.00 and given to the youth with the thought of 
instilling thrift. 


They were made in a wide variety of characters 
and subjects—biblical, historical, comical, sports, 
Chinamen, Indians, Irishmen, elephants, frogs, peli- 
cans, Jonah and the Whale, Red Riding Hood, 
William: Tell, Christopher Columbus, Uncle Sam, 
John Bull, Teddy Roosevelt; about three hundred 
different banks, each one performing its particular 
stunt on it’s acceptance of a coin. 


Most of these banks are of American make, the 
greater number of them having been obtained from 
the east, although there is scarcely a state that has 
not yielded a bank or two. Five English banks, 
including a “John Bull,” came from England, three 
from the Canary Islands, several from Canada and 
the most prized one in the lot, the Freedman Bank, 
made in Bridgeport, Conn., was purchased from an 
antique dealer in Mexico City. 
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Old mechanical banks are rated in several classi- 
fications as to their value and desirability. Where 
there were but fifty made of one variety, the present 
day survivors may be five banks, these being re- 
garded as rare items and find ready sale at $200. 
to $300. Where there may have been 3000 of a kind 
produced, as was the case with the Eagle, these 
now sell for $25. The Freedman and the Harlequin 
are the two banks that command the highest prices. 
Each has sold at a price in excess of $600. There 
are but four Freedman banks known to exist. 


Thirty years ago these old banks were plentiful, 
many homes had one stored in the attic, they could 
be found in the antique shop and in the village 
general store, and could be had at a price double or 
treble the original retail cost. There were but two 
other collectors in the country advertising for banks 
and it was not a difficult matter to gather them in. 
As time passed, more collectors entered the field 
and gradually the banks became more scarce and 
the price advanced accordingly. 


In addition to the banks in the Museum, there 
may be seen a display of Automatona. Musical dolls 
in action, acrobats, walking figures, boy with pewter 
dish containing soap suds, into which he continually 
dips his pipe, places it to his lips and blows a bubble; 
U.S. Grant seated in chair, smokes with satisfaction, 
turning his head and puffing out smoke leisurely; 
woman in action at churn; lady at wash-tub, in 
action on washboard, and a singing bird in a gilded 
cage. | 


There are also extremely rare sand toys, where 
by turning a toy upside down the sand trickles down 
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on a cardboard wheel, action is transmitted to figures, 
resulting in banjo and violin players, dancer and dog 
all going into action. 


There is no claim made that this is the best col- 
lection in the country, although it does compare 
favorably with five of the leading collections. The 
Saturday Evening Post, May 3, 1947 issue, under 
the title ‘“‘The Sorcerer of Fostoria’, devoted two 
pages, with colored prints, to this collection, and 
it has been twice featured on WSPD television, 


Toledo, Ohio 


An Uncle Sam Bank 
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This History of Fostoria was broadcast 
daily by Melvin L. Murray, Manager, 
Seneca Radio Corporation, Station WFOB, 
during the week of celebration of Fostoria’s 


observance of its 100th anniversary. 
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